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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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“But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.”  Matthew 6:3-4

	Oh, the amazing spiritual instructions that emanated from that mount near the Sea of Galilee as recorded by Matthew and Luke.   Jesus is filling the hearts of the common Israelite with truths that still stir the souls of men today.  Here is one such truth concerning the practice of “doing good” or serving in works of love or charity.  
	There’s no doubt, our God wants us to serve Him and others in doing good works.  Paul was clear in his dictates to Titus in Titus 3:8, “This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works.  These things are good and profitable to men.”  My duty as a gospel preacher is to encourage Christians to consistently think and act other-centered; to come to the aid of our brethren and also, our fellow man.  This is good… profitable; this is right!  This is simply who we are as Christians.  
	And yet, even in sacrificing for others, Jesus wants us to check our motives at the door.  Are you doing these “good deeds” for your own vainglory?  Are you doing them to impress others with your “goodness”?  Jesus is telling us that if that is the case – we missed the boat!  God is seeking for our hearts motivation for good works to be done for the right reasons, not self-adulation!  If we’ll serve others for the right reasons, our heavenly Father will reward us, as a Father who is well-pleased with his son!  Serve others and do good… simply because we are citizens of the kingdom of Jesus Christ!
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