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Yes, This Person Is A Fool
Kenneth D. Sils

“Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have 
a rich relationship with God.”  (Luke 12:21 – NLT)

	Jesus made known to us His concluding principle from the parable of the rich man in Luke 12:16-21.  The nKJV quote is, “So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”  From the parable, God called this rich man “a fool” for the selfish choice he made to tear down his barns and build bigger since his harvest was so massive, far beyond his wildest dreams.  
	I am fully aware that Jesus warned us not to call people “fools” in Matthew 5:22, but if you look carefully at that whole text, you’ll see His warning is predicated on “just cause” or being able to explain why they are talking or acting foolishly.
	Last Sunday morning, I made the statement in the lesson that there are only two groups of people: the “wise” and the “foolish” and the distinguishing factor is predicated on whether they’ve done what is required by God to enter heaven upon their death!  I stand by that declaration!  From the lips of Jesus to His followers, He said in Matthew 16:26-27, “For what profit is it to a man (person) if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to their works.”   
	In the grand scheme of eternity, how foolish it to focus primarily on “self” in the few years of life we live on earth.  Despite the worldly fame, wealth or power we may accrue, a day is certainly coming when we will stand before GOD and be forced to give account for whether or not we had submitted to Him while we lived!  
	Those who will be cast, “into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41) will soon forget all their grand, earthly “glory days” they experienced from the accolades of men.  What I mean by soon is: 20 years, 50 years or 500 years… in the duration of eternity (which never ends), one will painfully recognize that they squandered their time, they wasted life foolishly in self-absorption, neglecting the ONE thing that really mattered.  Don’t be that person!  	Store up heavenly treasures!  As the Preacher said in Ecclesiastes 12:13, “Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all.”  Don’t be like that rich man, don’t be foolish!  Prepare today!  If you don’t… you’ll die as a fool!
