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Yep, It Continues To Be 2020
Kenneth D. Sils

	“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ.”  		                    (Philippians 4:6-7)

	Many of you know that I hurt myself this week, cutting back the hedges in the front of my house.  In a moment of carelessness, I moved my hand too quick as I let off the trigger to the hedgetrimmers and it “caught” my pinky before it stopped.  I can no longer claim to be “stitchless”, taking two in my left pinky.  I’m very thankful that it wasn’t worse than two stitches, no nail or bone damage.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In the Urgent Care center, the doctor came in and numbed my hand.  He asked me upon finding out that I was a preacher, “What is your favorite Bible verse?”  I told him that could range in the thousands.  He said, “No, right now, while I’m laying on the back getting stitches, what is your favorite verse?”  Yep… Philippians 4:6 came to my mind.  He looked puzzled, like he had never heard that verse.  I quoted it to him and added vs. 7 (as up there in the center column.)  As he was about to leave the room, he said, “Now, where is that verse found again?”  I told him and he wished me a good day.  I hope he looked it up in the Bible and read it for himself!
	It seems like I’ve been thinking, speaking and preaching these two passages of Scripture a lot this year.  My guess, Gospel preachers around the country have used these great words a lot.  Whenever we find ourselves in the midst of suffering, trial, catastrophy, persecution, injury, illness or death – is there a more persuasive passage to reach out to that this one?  Christians, God is calling us through this Scripture, “Don’t give in or give up; come to Me, talk to Me – I can help you deal with it, get through it, fight it or be silent about it… I can help you overcome and triumph… IF you’ll talk to Me!  Trust Me, I can help you; I can give you peace, courage and focus, even if everything looks bleak!”  
	God is so good, even in a year which seems so rough!  We are living in the midst of a disease pandemic that has struck the church here in Mobile and Lucedale, who suffered the loss of our dear brother, HN Eubanks!  Our lives have been altered pretty dramatically from it, not to mention the political unrest and unease of our national election in 16 days.  What can we do?  What we’ve been doing – PRAY!  God is near when all feels like chaos.  He cares for us when the world feels like it’s falling apart – we have a great God.  Talk to Him, everyday!
