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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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“Yanny” Or “Laurel”?
 Kenneth D. Sils

	If you’ve been paying any attention to “social” media this week, you’ve bound to have run across perhaps one of the greatest controversies of the modern era: “Yanny” or “Laurel”!  If you haven’t, there is a recording out there that when played, one hears a computer generated message saying, “Yanny” and another hears a lower computer generated message saying, “Laurel”.   I’ve listened to several different applications of this recording and from most of them, I heard “Yanny”, but I’ll admit, I’ve heard “Laurel” too!  Hopefully, you’ve not lost any sleep on this conundrum this week!
	I’m not sure how this was done.  I saw a clip that both words were put on the same recording at differing frequencies and our ears pick one over the other based on which frequency and pitch our ears and mind favors.  It also said that if you suddenly hear the other one, you’ll have trouble picking up the first and that happened to me.  I started off hearing “Yanny” and now, all I can pick up is “Laurel”.  All of our senses have the ability to be manipulated when the right set of factors are in play and can play tricks on our brains.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Friends, it doesn’t really matter if you’re “Yanny” or “Laurel”, but it does matter how we “hear” the teachings of Jesus in the New Testament.  We must be careful to rightly or correctly hear the message of our Savior.  Jesus’ disciples asked Him why He spoke in parables.  Jesus explained that there will be a lot of folks who don’t really want to hear His message and referred to them this way in Matthew 13:14, “And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: ‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, and seeing you will see and not perceive; for the hearts of this people have grown dull.’”  
	Be very, very careful with the word of God!  Don’t let the frequency of this world drown out teachings of Jesus that they don’t like.  Rightly hear and correctly handle His word with a desire to obey.  It’s not about “Yanny” or “Laurel” -- it’s Jesus – Hear HIM!
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