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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
 
       129 Hillcrest Road                                                                  Ken Sils, Evangelist
       Mobile, AL 36608                                                                     (251) 342-4144

website: westmobilechurch.com
fb: West Mobile Church Of Christ
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Worshipping As Christians Did In The 1st Century
Kenneth D. Sils

	Allow me to use this brief article to explain what is involved in a period of worship when the church meets at our meeting house.  On Sunday, we gather together just as Christians would have in “one place, 1 Corinthians 14:23” in the 1st century.  
	Acts 20:7 states, “Now on the first day of the week, …disciples came together to break bread.”  This practice of “breaking bread” describes what occurs when Christians eat the Lord’s Supper.  In 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Paul told them about coming together as a church to observe the Lord’s Supper in that the broken bread is liked to Christ’s broken body on the cross and the cup is the likeness of His shed blood.  This memorial feast helps us to consider the sacrificial death of Jesus which redeems us from our sins.
	We also come together to give financially as the 1st century church gave.  1 Corinthians 16:1-2 says, “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also; on the first day of the week let each of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper.”  All the members of our congregation give as we have been prospered (voluntary free will choice) the week previously for we are determined to do, “Bible things in Bible ways.”
	We come together to sing praises and offer prayers to God, just as the first century Christians did.  While Paul was instructing the Corinthians concerning these activities during an assembly, they were to pray and sing with understanding, 1 Corinthians 14:15.   We also gather to hear God’s word preached.  In Acts 20:7, Paul spoke to the disciples about truths of the gospel on the first day of the week.  Bible preaching is all we have.  Simple, practical and authorized - New Testament worship; that is what the 1st century church did, that is what the 21st century church still does!
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