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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
 
       129 Hillcrest Road                                                                  Ken Sils, Evangelist
       Mobile, AL 36608                                                                     (251) 342-4144

website: westmobilechurch.com
fb: West Mobile Church Of Christ

Woe To You… ARIEL?
Kenneth D. Sils
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	NO… not that precious, wonderful Ariel: the Little Mermaid!  Remember, for Ariel, everything turned out like Cinderella: she married her prince… and lived happily ever after!
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Isaiah prophesied about another Ariel saying in Isaiah 29:1-2, “Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David dwelt!  Add year to year; let feasts come around.  Yet I will distress Ariel; there shall be heaviness and sorrow, and it shall be to Me as Ariel.”  This entire chapter of prophetic Scripture speaks to the wickedness and disobedience ARIEL as corrupted herself too.
 	Who is Ariel that Isaiah is speaking to?  Ariel, according to Strong’s Concordance, is a symbolic name for Jerusalem, also the name for Israel.  The Old Testament does this often, like we do; God gave several “pet” or “nicknames” for His family, depending on circumstance.  How many nicknames have your spouse given you or think back to your parents?  I recall once in an Andy Griffith Show that Barney was called “Creampuff” by his girlfriend!
	And yet, this doesn’t sound good, does it?  Jerusalem deserved to suffer the fate that Isaiah prophesied about.  Notice what he said in vs. 13, “Therefore the Lord said: ‘Inasmuch as these people draw near to me with their mouths and honor me with their lips, but have removed their hearts far from me…’”  That sounds familiar, doesn’t it?  The Jews of Jesus’ day did that same thing and Jesus reminded them of that passage in Matthew 15:7-9.
	Brethren, let’s remember the lesson: when we see Ariel, we would be well served to conduct a quick spiritual examination and remember, we’re no Cinderella, guaranteed to life happily forevermore… we may lose fellowship with God if our hearts drift away and allow sin to ease back into our lives.  The Jews didn’t listen; let it never be said of us as servants of Jesus.
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