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 Clothing
	What is wrong with casual clothing?  Perhaps nothing except that instead of wearing what is casual, some wear their worst as a sign of rebellion to the norm.  They probably would not dress that way if they were invited to dinner to honor a high official or dignitary.
	What Malachi wrote concerning Israel’s sacrificial gifts might well apply here in Malachi 1:8, “Offer it then to (dress like then for [a comparison – kds]) the governor!  Would he be pleased with you?  Would he accept you favorably?  If the people we are seeking to honor would not be pleased, how much less God be pleased by unsightly clothing?

Rock Bands
	An appeal through instrumental music such as rock bands is another matter.  Instrumental music in worship was introduced long years after the apostles taught Christians to observe “all” Jesus had commanded (Matthew 28:20).  The use of instrumental music was not included in their teaching, so it was not introduced by Jesus, His apostles or the inspired prophets of the New Testament upon which the church is built (Ephesians 2:20, 5:19-20; Colossians 3:16).  The organ is not authorized in their teaching and neither are the bands that have been used to take the place of the organ.

What Appeals To Society
	The mood of today that has caused churches to appeal to what excites our contemporary society is the same mood that has caused innovations of various kinds over the past centuries.  The goal of the Lord’s people should be neither to reject or accept the mood swings of society.  Their goal should be to teach and practice those things we can learn only in the teaching of the New Testament.
	Paul wrote, “For do I now persuade men, or God?  Or do I seek to please men?  For if I still pleased men, I would not be a servant of Christ,”  (Galatians 1:10).  “Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God” (1 Thessalonians 3:1).
	By creating a broad way or by making God’s way broader that God has made it so that many will enter, we will not get people to enter the narrow way, a way only a few will enter and travel (Matthew 7:13-14).  If our society is as corrupt and rebellious as the one in the days of Noah, all the methods we may use to appeal to the lost that will please them but not bring them to submit to the truth of Jesus Christ that frees from sin (John 8:31-32), will not make them acceptable to God.  Our responsibility is not to cave in to the desires of society but rather to get it to repent.  Repentance was the message of John (Matthew 3:2), Jesus (Matthew 4:17), Peter (Acts 2:38; 2 Peter 3:9) and Paul (Acts 17:30).  Our message should be the same today.
	
Conclusion
	We should not be interested in “traditional,” “contemporary” or any worship of human origin.  Our interest should be in worship that, “… is in spirit and in truth,”  (John 4:24).  Observing which way religious winds are blowing should not be our concern.  Our goal should not be what attracts the most people but should be to follow what God desires of us and what is pleasing to Him.  We will not be judged by what appeals to men but by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ  (John 12:48).  

