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Who May Marry And Be Pleasing To God?
	This question is of tremendous importance!  There is no closer relationship between two people.  Whom we marry will affect our entire lives for good or bad.  And things gone wrong are painful to undo.  Yet, many people plan more for their weddings than they do for their marriage.
	Of course, men and women may do as they please.  And, anymore, the government says little more than, “Pay this, sign here, mail it in.”  But we are not talking about what people do, or what the government says.  We are wanting to know what God says, and His will, therefore, be pleasing to Him.  So, we ask our question again: Who May Marry And Be Pleasing To God?  New Testament Scripture speaks of three groups of people who fit this category:
	#1 - Those Who Have Never Been Married.  In Ephesians 5:31 we read, “A man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”  We notice the same with an added warning in Hebrews 13:4, “Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.”
	#2 - Those Whose Spouse Is Dead.  In Romans 7:2-3 the apostle says, “For the married women is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning her husband.  So then if, while her husband is living, she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, though she is joined to another man.”
	#3 - Those Who Are Divorced For Their Spouses Fornication.  In Matthew 19:9 Jesus taught, “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another commits adultery.”
	Some suggest other exceptions after much and careful study, but it might be worthwhile considering in such studies that any view of any other passage that would contradict this plain statement of Matthew 19:9 is suspect.  We must not array verse against verse, here or on any topic.
	Others will say, “That’s just your interpretation.”  And it is my view although others hold it.  But frankly, I believe I am reading more than interpreting.  Those saying this often want us to all hold different views and let it go at that.  The problem is this: you can be right and I can be wrong or visa versa, or we can both be wrong, but we cannot both be right.  We must determine the necessity of finding God’s will and not just let it go.  People in marital situations not pleasing to God are going to die in their sins unless they learn the truth and put sin behind them.
	Still others will say that this view is too narrow, has no compassion and is heartless.  Believe me, if I know my own heart, I would prefer to say, “I’m OK, you’re OK, let it go at that, and say nothing else.”  But we have to know what God has said about this.
	Friend, if your marriage is unscriptural, it is more important to you than going to heaven?  If you are divorced, and have no scriptural right to remarry, is getting married more important to you than getting to heaven?  These are the questions you must answer in order to put the Scriptures you have learned into practice in your life?                                                                  Robert Hines / Good News
