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	In part one of this series which is answering the question, “Who is a Christian,” we discussed the necessity for one to be born again to be a Christian.  Paul told the Romans that they were buried with Christ through baptism in order to walk in a newness of life.  This action enabled men and women to be dead to their sin and alive to God.  This is the biblical means that God has chosen for people to be born of the water and the  Spirit.
	This section shall discuss the name which God has given for those who have been re-born according to the New Testament.  It is surprising and quite frustrating to look throughout the denominational world and see all the different names created by men for their followers to wear and swear allegiance to.  Is it the desire of the God of the Bible for those who believe in Jesus Christ to have such sectarian names?  Shouldn’t we be concerned with God’s desire concerning this important issue?
	In the New Testament, God has left no doubt to the name in which followers of Jesus were to wear.  In Acts 11:22, we learn that a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.  These individuals assembled with the church that men in the city of Antioch.  In Acts 11:26, Paul said, “And the disciples (followers) were first called Christians at Antioch.”  The name that God gave them in the Bible was the name “Christian.”  This name clearly identifies the Master of the disciple and the way the disciple was going to live.  Christian means “Christ-like” or “like-Christ.”  In 1 Peter 4:16, Peter used God’s inspired name by saying, “Yet, if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in the matter.”  
	Friend, why be called anything else other than the name that God gave in the Bible?  Our congregation is made up of people who are called Christians, nothing more or nothing less.  We do not attach man-made names or modify the name “Christian” with some sectarian brand before it.  Christians in the 1st century had God’s endorsement and wore Bible names because they did, “Bible things in Bible ways.”  This is our desire as well.  If you are interested in just being a “Christian,” please let us know and we will open of the Bible and study God’s word with you!
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