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	Colossians 3:17 says, “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.”  The phrase “in the name of” means “by the authority of”.  Thus, where there is authority, we may do; where there is no authority, we may not do!  It’s just that simple.
	Revelation 22:18-19 also forbids man’s alteration of God’s Word, “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, if any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book; and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.”  Just what could you add that would improve God’s holy word?  What would you extract that would permit the retention of its holiness?
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The plea of the restoration preachers was established on these inspired proclamations: we speak where the Bible speaks, and we are silent where the Bible is silent; we call Bible things by Bible names and do Bible things in Bible ways.  Fervent respect was not only displayed but demanded of gospel preachers, just as the apostles demanded respect for the same.  As Peter and John declared, so do all preachers who through the ages uphold the integrity of the blood-stained banner of Christ Jesus, “We can but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20)  Like the apostle Paul we determine, “not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” (cf. 1 Corinthians 2:2)                                      	    	                (conclusion on the back)
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