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	   Where Is The Bartender?
	      author unknown
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	I watched a man die.  The doctors had said that he probably wouldn’t make it through the night.  The family had asked for the preacher to come; I got less that two hours sleep that night, but was glad to be of help.
	Time passed slowly.  We sat, we stood, we paced; always are eyes riveted on the monitor that told how fast his heart was beating, and on the squiggly line that indicated the quality of the beat.  At first, the heart was racing; the digital readout fluctuated almost constantly, but after an hour or two it began to show lower numbers.  The change came slowly at first, but as the hours passed, the “slowdown” began to pick up speed ---- 70’s… 60’s… 50’s… 40’s… 30’s… the atmosphere was electric… 20’s… as he missed a breath, the family urged him on and he gasped again… numbers in the teens began appearing… suddenly the monitor showed a flurry of activity and the squiggly line went flat.  Though unrelated to the man, I loved the family and was caught up in the pathos of the occasion; tears came to my eyes too.
	But, WHY WAS I THERE?  In life, his favorite “pew” was a barstool, his favorite “preacher” was the bartender and his only “church” was the local bar.  Where was the bartender that night?  Where were his drinking buddies?  Why had they not been called as death approached?  The bartender would not conduct the funeral; it would not be held in the bar room.  All his buddies could have said was that, “he was a good ole boy”, and when death came, that is of little comfort.  It would be up to the preacher to find words to comfort a grief-stricken family.
	The scene varies – sometimes it is the job, sometimes the golf course, sometimes the lake.  These activities may not have been sinful in and of themselves; they just keep the person’s eyes off of God and eternity.  As death approaches, the boss, the greenskeeper and the bait seller are nowhere to be found.  The world has milked another precious soul of all it could get out of him and then, dropped him flat.  The world will do that to you.
	There is only ONE that you can always count on – in life or death – that is Jesus!  He will walk with you every day of your life, and when it comes time to cross over Jordan, He will never let your down!
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