When You Don’t First Ask The Lord
Ben May – continued from the front
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	When we do not take the time to pray, especially about important decisions, we often look back with regret.  Even Jesus, the Son of God, prayed before making a major decision of facing a difficult time, “Now it came to past in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray and continued all night in prayer to God.  And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles:” (Luke 6:12-13)  Before Jesus was arrested, but knowing it was about to happen, He went to the garden of Gethsemane in order to pray to His Father, “And He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and prayed, saying, ‘Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done.” (Luke 22:41-42)
	If you find yourself deciding on something that you can’t pray about, leave it alone!  You are on seriously dangerous ground.  Chances are, you are deciding on something that is sinful or at least, unwise.  Not being comfortable talking to God about it should be a huge red flag.
	Once you have prayed about it, do you have peace?  This should be what we are looking for, peace or a calming, right relationship with God about our decision.  “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer or supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)  Not having peace or having an unsettled feeling, should give us pause and perhaps a delay in deciding is in order.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Another valuable lesson to be learned in this story is that once you have given your word, keep it!  They entered into a covenant with the Gibeonites.  And even though it was based on deception, their oath could not be violated.  We, as Christians, are admonished to keep our word and let it be sufficient to settle a matter.  “But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’  For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.” (Matthew 5:37)  The Jews had developed an entire system of making oaths.  What they “swore by” determined their level of commitment to their word; the greater the object (like God Himself), the greater the obligation to keep your word.  Jesus said that our simple “yes” or “no” should be sufficient and just as binding.  James echoed this teaching in James 5:12, “But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath.  But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No,’ lest you fall into judgment.”  Centuries later, King Saul would bring a famine on the land because he violated the oath his ancestors had made with the Gibeonites.  “Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year; and David inquired of the Lord.  And the Lord answered, ‘It is because of Saul and his bloodthirsty house, because killed the Gibeonites.” (2 Samuel 21:1)
	Prayer should be our “default” position when it comes to making a decision.  Pray first!  If you can’t pray about it, run away from it.  You are most likely on dangerous ground.  Seek to be at peace over the matter.  But, once you have given your word, do all you can to keep it, even if you realize you shouldn’t have (assuming it isn’t morally wrong).  Remember the Gibeonites.  Things are not always what they seem. 
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