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	What is your initial reaction when you hear that?  Many have probably read this title and immediately and decisively “run away”, turning the page!  Then, others may think, “Oh, another religious opinion from some denominational church headquarters.”  And then, there are some of you who know: this was a question asked by a common jailer in Philippi as recorded in the New Testament book titled, The Acts Of The Apostles.
	This was near the beginning of that famous “Macedonian Call” given to Paul, who hurriedly came to Philippi, the foremost city of Macedonia, to preach the gospel of Christ.  After the conversion of Lydia and her household to Jesus in Acts 16:14-16, the story turns to Paul casting a demon out of a slave girl which really riled up her masters for they knew that their profit they made from her demon possession was gone.  They rallied the city mob against Paul and Silas to the point where they were arrested by the magistrates, beaten with rods and then, cast into the inner dungeon in the prison of Philippi.  Not much of a reward for being servants of Jesus Christ!
	At midnight, Paul and Silas were “singing praises to God” and the prisoners were listening.  We pick up the story in Acts 16:26, “Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed.”  This was not an accident or some mere coincidence of nature!  
	The reaction of the keeper of the prison is the target of this scene.  He was sleeping at the time, but woke up and terror fell upon him; realizing all of his prisoners are free!  This was like an automatic death sentence and the text tells us he drew out his sword to kill himself.  At that moment, Paul stated all the prisoners were there; “don’t kill yourself!”  From this, we read in Acts 16:29-30, “Then he (the jailor) called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas and he brought them out and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’” 
	 There can be no doubt: this jailor had to have known the particulars of their incarceration: Paul and Silas were accused of shaking up the city because that slave girl called them, “servants of the Most High God”.  He probably heard them talk about God and may have heard their singing; maybe it put him to sleep, we don’t know!  But, he now knows his life isn’t worth a nickel with all those prisoners freed by a powerful earthquake and that Paul and Silas had something to do with it occurring!  Paul and Silas represented his only hope of salvation.  I don’t know if “salvation” was in reference to his immediate situation or eternal life, but that really doesn’t matter; this is a great question and one that all of us should ask!
	Why should we ask that?  Paul said in Romans 3:9, “For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks (that’s everybody) that they are all under sin.”  We are not righteous, because we have all sinned against God.  We are in no better shape spiritually than that jailor!  We need saving!  We need to be saved from our sins!  We need Jesus, the Savior of the world!
	That was the gospel message Paul preached!  And, he would preach that message to this jailor and his whole family.  In answer to the jailor’s question, Paul said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household,” (Acts 16:31).  Now, don’t stop here as many do, thinking the question has been answered.  The text goes on to say in Acts 16:32-34, “Then, they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in the house.   And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes (from the beatings).  And immediately he and all his family were baptized.  Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.”  The conversion of the jailor and his family to Jesus Christ is now complete!
	This historic scenario involved them: hearing about Jesus, believing in Jesus through the preaching of men like Paul and then, being baptized.  Once they were baptized, they began rejoicing!  This was similar to the conversion of the Ethiopian Treasure in Acts 8.  Once Jesus was preached to him, he urgently inquired about baptism saying in Acts 8:37, “See, here is water.  What hinders me from being baptized?”  And, after Philip baptized him, he “went on his way rejoicing” in Acts 8:39.
	Can it be really this easy?  Yes, salvation from our sins (being washed in the sacrificial blood of Jesus Christ) is this easy!  Jesus told His chosen disciples in Mark 16:15-16, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  He who believes and is baptized will be saved.  He who believes not will be condemned.”  Examples of conversion to Jesus Christ are found throughout the book titled, Acts.  They sound forth the same story as Acts 18:8, “Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household.  And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.”  
	So, that question in the title of our article is relevant: What Must I Do To Be Saved?  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ with all your heart AND with this belief, be baptized into His death, burial and resurrection (Romans 6:3-7) to be saved!  This is what we learn as we peer into the history book of New Testament call Acts.  We can trust its message with our souls! 
