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	Ephesians 4:1, “from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.”

How you can help the church. Here’s some ideas:

Be engaged.  You do this by being there.  You do this by having a great attitude.  You do this by praying for the church.  You do this by knowing what is going on and doing what you can.  Send cards.  Make phone calls. Visit others.  Connect.
 
Be supportive.  You do this by speaking well of the church.  You do this by loving your church family.  You do this by inviting friends to worship with you.  You do this by devoting your time, money and energy to the things going on.  If the church is having a special series of meetings, be there.  If the church is needing some extra money, roll up your sleeves and pitch in.  If the church needs volunteers to teach, clean, help out, get your hand up in the air and be one of the firsts to sign up.
 
Be an encourager.  Sing passionately.  Pray fervently.  Carry a smile.  Don’t talk about yourself.  Be a listener.  Be a hugger.  Be one who takes the food, invites families over, has the teens in your house, helps pick people up.  Praise more than complain.  Compliment more than whine.  Be the spark plug in that church.  Be the sunshine that lifts the spirits of others.
 
	I’ve known folks just like this.  When they are out of town, it’s noticed.  The place just doesn’t seem the same.  They add so much. But there are others who could drop out of sight and hardly anyone would notice.  The reason?  They aren’t adding much.  They aren’t doing their part to supply.  Their individual part hasn’t worked in a long time.  It’s time to brush off the rust, get out the spiritual WD-40 and get those parts working again.
	What am I doing to help the church?  We have asked about the church for so many years, it’s about time for the church to ask us, “What are you doing?”  “What are you doing to help the church?
	If you can’t really answer that other than attending, maybe it’s time to really look at your spiritual life and the faith you have.  Maybe it’s time to stop always being a taker and start giving and supplying.  Maybe I’d see things differently if I understood and was a part of this amazing cycle of giving and taking.  All taking without much giving leads to selfishness . In a child, we’d say the kid is spoiled.  Some say, ‘spoiled rotten.’  Can’t the same happen spiritually? 

