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We Have Such A High Priest
Kenneth D. Sils

       “Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected and not man.”  	       								Hebrews 8:1-2

	I love the way this chapter of Holy Scripture begins.  The author is making a compelling logical argument relating the “awesomeness” of Jesus.  Actually, that is one of the main points of the Hebrew letter: the “awesomeness” of Jesus, especially in a contrasting view to the ordinances of Old Testament Judaism.
	The Lord has erected a tabernacle!  Now, we may ask, “What is that?”  The core term within the word “tabernacle” is house or dwelling.  In the Old Testament, God had given Moses a blueprint for building a “tent-like” structure that would be seen to the Israelites as: the house of God.  It was known as the tabernacle or the Sanctuary comprised properly of 2 rooms: the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place.  It was here where only the Levitical priests could approach, enter and serve.  One had better take special care when serving God in His special, sacred place!
	The Lord has erected a tabernacle!  The sanctuary that Jesus built was not one that was made, set up and taken apart by human hands.  It’s not one where men physically assemble and literally enter, like a tent or mobile building today.  Jesus erected or built His heavenly kingdom and through His kingdom, we can approach the throne of God!  His Sanctuary is entered on earth when men and women become members of the church He promised to build!  And then, the Christian begins his/her journey through this life, serving as priests of God in His church, looking forward to the day they can “cross over the veil” into the Most Holy Place, Heaven!
	This is the vision John was privileged to see at the end of the Bible.   In Revelation 21, an angel takes John upon a high mountain and shows him the bride, the Lamb’s wife.  He sees a Holy Jerusalem (which was discussed in Rev. 21:2-3 as God’s tabernacle) and it is filled with God’s glory.  He sees that its spiritual composition is stacked with living, precious stones making up its walls.  And then, in Revelation 22, he was privileged to see clear to the end, the throne of God!  This is our journey, church!  We begin on earth and ascend spiritually (vertically) towards God’s throne!  
	Jesus built this and Christians make up the precious walls of the tabernacle.  What a High Priest we have, who paved the way of getting us from earth to heaven.  Let’s all follow His lead and why shouldn’t we?  We have a great High Priest who beckons us to follow Him to God’s throne! 
