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Washing Of Water By The Word
Kenneth D. Sils

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word,”   Ephesians 5:26

	Jesus loves His church!  It’s obvious to see His love as we read this entire section in Ephesians 5.  Jesus made it possible for those who would be members of His church to be cleansed, washed and sanctified through His death.  He thoroughly cleanses us in His blood, so much so that He refers to His bride as being “without spot or blemish!”  Oh, Jesus loves His church so much!  Church… we’ve been redeemed in the blood of the Lamb!
	And even with this, the expression in Ephesians 5:26 is a bit confusing, isn’t it?  He cleansed her “with the washing of water by the word.”  What exactly is Paul talking about?   Does “the Word” mysteriously reach out and cleanse us in some way?  Should we be using “the Word” like a dish towel, dipping it in a pool of water and start cleaning ourselves with it?  
	Peter spoke in language similar to Paul’s in 1 Peter 1:12-25.  Peter speaks about our need for holiness because we were redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus Christ.  He goes on to say this in vs. 22-23, “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit… having been born again, not of corruptible seed, but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever.”  THROUGH… the preaching of the gospel (vs. 25)!  The truth of the gospel is the vehicle Jesus chose to reveal His instructions necessary for the “cleansing” of our souls!  If one is willing to obey the truth (the gospel), spiritual cleansing via the blood of Jesus takes place.   The gospel must be obeyed if would dare claim to be “purified.”  
	Jesus ordered this in Mark 16:16, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved…”  Yes, obey the command of being baptized in water.  If we obey His command, Jesus will purify our souls!  Pretty simple: Jesus yearns to cleanse you today – obey the gospel of Christ!
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