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	During the past forty years, I’ve made a habit of arriving early to bible study and worship services whenever possible.  As some have suggested, “If you’re not an hour early, you’re late.”  While some “last minute preparation” is essential from time to time, usually, it is simply the joy of being where I want to be, ready to do what I want to do, and being with those I enjoy!
	Granted, there are those times when brethren call “just before services” to tell us why unexpected circumstances have prevented their intentions of assembling.  As well, there are those times when others are less prepared than they need to be, and seem to think “the preacher can fix it.” (Unknown to them, he’s not better at fixing such circumstances than they are: we’re ALL supposed to be ready!)  And every now and then, there are some physical abnormalities that coming early helps to rectify.  Yet, these are all secondary to the REAL reason for arriving early for bible study and worship services.
	Many years ago, I worked for an independent construction company.  One of the things I learned “the hard way” was that it is always best to be waiting on the concrete instead of having the concrete waiting on you!  While working concrete is always hard work, it’s so much easier and works so much better toward the desired conclusion when you wait for it to cure and set, instead of it waiting for you to skeet it, float it and then finish it.  Once it sets, it’s so difficult to get it right: regardless of what you do and how hard you work, sometimes if it has waited on you too long, it turns out being an expensive waste of everything involved.
	The same is true of souls needing taught the TRUTH.  It’s only through careful observation and often some experience combined, that we notice the souls “waiting on us” instead of waiting on them.  There’s been more than a few times when a soul arrived a little early and asked, “Do you have a minute?”  That minute turns into several minutes and a few times, brethren have knocked on the door saying, “It’s time to start,” only to hear an answer of, “Go ahead, we’re a little busy right now.”  The study taking place in the more private area can be more intense and important than the study taking place in the largest class!  Yet, “As we have opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10).  In such cases, I’m glad I arrived early … and no problem with staying late!
[bookmark: _GoBack]	As well, arriving early lets us “visit” a little longer and become better acquainted with not only WHO we are, but WHAT we are.  Isn’t it sad that many Christians only know each other “casually”?  Yet, we call ourselves “brethren” and “family.”  The fact is, we usually know more about our temporal families than we know of our SPIRITUAL family.  Why?  While there is no doubt of our love for those of our flesh and blood, are we not to have a greater bond with those of the blood of Christ; of the children of God? (Luke 14:26; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18)
	In the New Testament, the word FELLOWSHIP appears at least fourteen times, and the most popular meaning of the word is: partnership, social intercourse, pecuniary benefaction (Strong’s Concordance). It requires a “family participation” wherein admonition, exhortation, edification, spiritual increase… et al… abounds!  It is interesting to note the various times in the book of Acts where we find brethren assembling for very long periods of time: till after mid-night; some all night long until “as it began to dawn.”  As well, while “long winded preaching” receives some negative feed-back, we preachers (and many others) appreciate seeing many brethren who are in no great hurry to go home!  The additional time is welcomed into their hearts as they thrive for such loving association!
	There are times when “waiting for services to begin” is a very trying time.  Have you ever been so hindered from attending services that you grow literally distraught because you can’t be with the saints?  You watch the clock and recall, “they’re singing; they’re praying; he’s preaching; they’d be taking communion.”  You ponder who is in attendance and if they’ve encouraged the brethren to keep you in their prayers.  You reach for your Bible and read what you can; perhaps you play the recorded audio of a sermon; you close your eyes in prayer and beg God to let this cup pass from you and return you to services.  Alas, the best that ever comes is when someone takes time to visit you and say, “I know you’d rather be at services.  But since you can’t, maybe we can bring a little of the service to you!”  A few gather to sing, pray and study.  And though rejoicing for such loving consideration, you find yourself eagerly waiting again for the next time of services!
	Such an attitude is one agreeable to Hebrews 10:25.  It’s an attitude of tremendous dedication to truth and righteousness.  It’s one we faithful souls need to exhibit.  And by the way, I’m already here!
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