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	America needs more virtue!  Crafting the art of virtue in one’s character is crucial if we desire to have a relationship with God!  All of those expressions within those definitions paint a picture of dedicated men and women of faith, like those spoken of in Hebrews 11.  They had a mind fit in the pursuit of virtue as the writer said, “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”  (Hebrews 11:25).  Men like Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David and Daniel.  Women like Sarah, Ruth, Deborah, Esther, Dorcas and several who were named Mary.  Great men and women!  Faithful men and women!  Strong, courageous, chaste, pure and modest men and women!  They were children of God and their character reflected that moniker.
	One may ask, “How can I become one of those ‘virtuous’ people?”  Well, let’s get back to our text; add to your faith… virtue.  The gospel of Jesus Christ is “the faith” according to Galatians 1:23 and Jude 3.  This is the system Jesus chose to provoke and promote faith in people towards Him.  When we start to seriously study the New Testament, we’ll begin to see “what it takes” to develop the type of demeanor and behavior that’s considered virtuous.  
	One of my favorite passages to introduce “the how” of obtaining virtue is from Paul’s letter to the Christians in Philippi.  He told them in Philippians 4:8-9, “Finally brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are of good report, if there is any VIRTUE, if there is anything praiseworthy – meditate on these things.  The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do and the God of peace will be with you.”  
	Put your thinking cap on, for the religion of Jesus is far more of a “thought” provoking religion than one merely based in feeling.  Are you actively pursuing these things?  Are you pursuing the truth which is the Word of God?  (John 17:17, Proverbs 23:23).  Is your religion grounded in the doctrine of Jesus Christ which is the New Testament Scriptures?  Are you reading about the life of Jesus, the history of the 1st century church in the book called Acts, the letters to the churches and individual Christians throughout the rest of the New Testament?  Virtue begins by knowing what to read, follow and apply and a lot of religious folks about us simply aren’t doing it!  Their concept of virtue is based in the norms of a “self-absorbed, feel-good” society, which are ever changing and sadly, ever “moral darkening” too!  
	Virtuous people are not “politically correct”, they are “Biblically correct”!  They are not afraid to stand up and defend the truths of God given in Scripture.  They understand what Jesus expects of them because they’ve read what Jesus commanded and they’re doing their best to live accordingly.  They take the name of Christian seriously, which means: like-Christ.  They are people of humility, modesty, chastity and purity.  They are people in the likeness of 1 Timothy 1:5, “Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from a sincere faith.”   They mold their character of virtuous instruction like 1 Timothy 2:8-10, “I desire that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath or doubting; in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.”  
	King Lemuels’ mom gave her son some wise advice in order to be a successful king.  She taught him, “Who can find a virtuous wife?  For her worth is far above rubies” (Proverbs 31:10).  If you continue reading that text, you’ll see many virtuous character traits attributed to her nature.  Ladies, if you’re going to be a wife, be a virtuous one!  Men, if you’re seeking a wife, starting living as a virtuous man!  Virtuous people are spiritually successful people!   
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