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The Sinful Nature Of Pride
Sandra Sils / copied from the Caroline St. Communicator

“When pride comes, then comes shame; but with
the humble is wisdom.”  (Proverbs 11:2)

	What is pride?  Webster defines “pride” as an overhigh opinion of oneself.  He also states that it is an exaggerated self-esteem, nothing more than conceit.  We may describe pride with such terms as arrogance, boastfulness, haughtiness and conceit.  No matter what picture you may paint of it, the Word of God calls it sin (Proverbs 21:4).  Pride is one of the seven abominations that God hates (Proverbs 6:17, 16:5).  
	Everyone needs a sense of self-respect.  We all take a sense of “pride” in the way we keep our homes and appearance.  This is fine.  However, when we allow ourselves to become consumed with having the best to look our best, we have gone far beyond self-respect and have been swallowed up in our own pride.
	Where does pride come from?  It can come from the love of the world.  John teaches us in 1 John 2:15-16, “Do not love the world or the things of the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life – is not of the Father but of the world.”  The pharisee who prayed to God is an example of a pride-filled person (Luke 18:11-14).  He wanted God and his fellow man to know all about those wonderful things he had been doing.  In Mark 7:21-23, Jesus teaches us that pride is one of those things which proceeds from an evil heart or from within and defiles a man.
	What can pride do to a person?  It can lead one to spiritual decay (Hosea 7:9-10).  Pride can deceive you (Jeremiah 49:16).  It can keep you away from thinking about God (Psalm 10:4).  Last, but not least, it will lead you to your ruin (Proverbs 16:18).  Let’s humble ourselves before God and do not become self-reliant.  “For whoever exalts himself will be abased, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  (Luke 14:11) 



(the two authors for our bulletin articles today are sisters,
born to Lowell and Cleta Isenberg.  These articles were written by
Merrill and Sandra when we all labored together in South Bend, Indiana… kds)
