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The Portrait Of A Real Christian
Kenneth D. Sils

	From the world’s paint brush, a Christian paints a terrible picture.  There are many who seem to think that Christians are far-out space cadets wondering aimlessly in airports who hassle people with tambourines until they solicit funds from them.  Others think a Christian is someone who is brainwashed enough to drink poison Kool-Aid because some “so-called” preacher told them to do so.  Christians, in the minds of many, are seen as eccentric, Jesus freak nut-cases and/or practically any other degrading adjective men may come up with.  Even men like Ted Turner, who is known best for founding TBS or CNN on cable television, has said that Christianity is “a sissy religion, not made for real men and women.”
	May I suggest to you that these pictures are far from the portrait of a real Christian.  The word “Christian” is a simple word to define.  It means nothing more than being Christ-like or being like Christ.  It is the name that was first employed in Acts 11:26 which states, “… and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.”  These men and women were “learners” of Jesus from Nazareth which led them to the conclusion that Jesus is the Savior.
	Christians are not strange, sociopathic fruitcakes.  They are men and women who have examined the evidence concerning the God of the Bible, accepted through historical research that the evidence is accurate and have voluntarily submitted themselves to the laws and principles of Jesus revealed in the New Testament.  Instead of living just “any old way they want to”, they live within the framework of God’s laws of right and wrong.
	Due to this submission, many laugh at the Christian and call him/her a weirdo or sissy.  Yet, most fail to realize that it takes great courage to stand up for one’s convictions, which every Christian does.  Serving Christ will help make you a real man or woman.  Obeying God’s law is the proper formula for all to find real direction, contentment and happiness in life.  It will make your job, marriage and family life more pleasant than you could ever imagine.  Being a Christian also provides the best blessings: the forgiveness of sins and the promise from our Creator, who cannot lie, of everlasting life after this life is over.
	Don’t let the world stop you from discovering what real happiness is.  If you are searching for the truth, the answer is as close as your New Testament.  Our goal as a church of Christ is to teach others about Jesus and to help them become Christians.  If this appeals to you, the West Mobile church of Christ offers free Bible studies to all interested souls.  Jesus said in John 8:31-32, “If you continue in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.”  To be a Christian is to experience genuine freedom.  The portrait of a real Christian is a portrait of life.  You too can be free!  How can we help you?
