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	The Meaning Of Discipleship
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	Before we can ever hope to be an effective Christian, husband, father or leader in the Lord's church, we must understand what it means to be a disciple of Jesus.  A disciple is defined as: a pupil or follower of any teacher or school; a follower of Jesus (Webster).  Christians learns that we must forsake everything and every person and put Christ FIRST in our life.  To forsake is to: give up, renounce; to leave; abandon; desert” (Webster).  Those unwilling to do so, will not enter into heaven and will never become the leader and servant that Jesus wants us to be.  When we grasp the true meaning of discipleship and the importance of FOLLOWING CHRIST, then we will become an effective leader and servant in His kingdom.
	Many are not able to grasp the true meaning of discipleship and as a result, find themselves trying to serve God while at the same time trying to conform to society.  Let us understand the truth of Jesus’ words as He said in Matthew 6:24, “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”

Jesus Calls Us
	Jesus appeals to all mankind to come unto Him.  His words are tender and sweet as He pleads, “Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30).  As a result of this invitation, many follow Him, seeking to become His disciples.  Jesus warns that we cannot be His disciples UNLESS we first count the cost.  									                  (continued on the back)
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