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The Lifecycle Of A Church
W. Frank Walton / Auburn Beacon

	"So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase." 	   (Acts 9:31)  

	Luke describes the church in Palestine (brethren in the aggregate) as experiencing dynamic growth.  In general, they had their spiritual priorities in place, with a reverent attitude toward the Lord and reliance on the promises and guidance given by the Holy Spirit.  God's people doing God's work in God's way will reap God's blessing.  How many of us are bearing "much fruit" (John 15:5) to the Lord's honor and glory?
 	In a local church, as in our individual lives, we often pass through different stages in our spiritual development.  The church at Thyatira was improving, though plagued with false teaching (Revelation 2:19).  The church at Sardis was past its prime (Revelation 3:1-3).  The church at Corinth has some good points and spiritual talent (1 Corinthians 1:4-7, 11:2; 2 Corinthians 8:7), yet they were plagued church problems due to carnality (1 Cor. 3:1-3) and a failure to follow through on their promises (2 Corinthians 8:7,10-11; 9:2-5).
	Paul teaches that the ideal path of a church is ever onward and upward, "Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain" (1 Corinthians 15:58).  A vibrant life-cycle in the church comes from the renewal of firm commitment to the Lord and to the spiritual mission to which we have been called.  The Lord's soul-saving work is the most important work in the world.  It deserves and demands our best effort, both individually and collectively.
	Those who study organizations of people have observed that most organizations go through three stages in its life-cycle: 1) risk-taking stage, 2) caretaking stage and 3) undertaking stage.  Let's see how this might apply to the life-cycle of a church.        (over) 
