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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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         “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.”                         Matthew 25:13

   	We are rapidly arriving to the end of 2019!  Tuesday evening, we’ll bid farewell and welcome the last year of this decade, 2020!  I know, lots of folks think we are starting a new decade with 2020, but this is the 10th year of last decade (like 100 pennies make up a dollar; the 100th penny finishes the dollar).
	What is the purpose of this exhortation?  We may not make it to 2020 – we assume that we will; we always have, haven’t we?  And yet, I notice the obituary columns constantly have people in them, from practically every age imaginable!  You know, we may not even make it long enough to finish reading this article.
	I don’t intend to be morbid… but, we need to hear the warning: most people take operating in the future far, far too much for granted!  James tells us that this is a foolish way to live!  James said in James 4:13-17, “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit’; whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow.  For what is your life?  It is even a vapor that appears for little time and then vanishes away.  Instead we ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.’  But now you boast in your arrogance.  All such boasting is evil.  Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.” 
	The moral of the story of the 10 virgins in Matthew 25 cast a stern warning: one day, the bridegroom (Jesus) is coming.  All ten virgins knew He was and yet, 5 of them were not ready when He came!  Brethren, don’t be caught off guard: the Lord Jesus is returning one day for judgment!  Are you finishing the year on a high note!  Wednesday will do us no good if we aren’t here to see it!  Today is the day of our salvation – today is the day to be prepared for Jesus to return.  Are you ready… today?  
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