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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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The Greatest Gifts
Kenneth Sils
	
“And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love, 1 Corinthians 13:13.”

	We have entered the season of “gift giving” and despite all the commercialism around us with the holidays, we still relate to the deep-seated joy which comes from sharing material blessings with others.  Paul reminds us of Jesus’ exhortation which said, “It is more blessed to give that to receive, Acts 20:35.”  Oh, the feelings that often well up when we offer one in need a helping hand; to come through for someone who really needs our genuine generosity.
	God has led the way in giving gifts.  Paul speaks in 1 Corinthians 13 about God giving man the greatest gifts imaginable: faith, hope and love.  All of these glorious gifts are seen in Jesus, our Savior and Lord.  He is our bridge from this ol’ sinful world to the grandeur of heaven.  He asked us to trust Him (faith) for He has set before us the pathway to eternal life in Paradise (hope).  And, He makes this all possible by the free-will offering of His body on that cross for all men (love).  Jesus has made the impossible… possible!  Jesus gave or sacrificed Himself so we can live.  He shed His blood so our blood need not be shed!  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The greatest gift this world has ever seen is felt in the expression, “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory…, John 1:14.”  So, as we enjoy spending quality time with those we love and giving them gifts as tokens of our love, remember… God has given - the greatest gifts of all!
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