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The Charlie Kirk Revival
Ken Sils

	Last Sunday afternoon, the nation was tuned in to the Charlie Kirk Memorial Service in Phoenix, Arizona.  I have seen stats which state that over 200,000 people went to his memorial and there was well over a million who watched it on TV in America.
	Let me say up front: I loved hearing so many politicians and prominent civic leaders talk about Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  One quote from our Vice-President has stuck with me when he said that he has publicly spoken more about Jesus in the last two weeks than his entire political career!  From the President of the United States, on down through his cabinet – the name of Jesus flowed graciously, unapologetically and passionately.  That was good!
	However, I must say that Charlie’s memorial did what I feared it may, present coming to Jesus for salvation in an inappropriate and unscriptural light.  Charlie Kirk’s “pastor” was there and extended to the crowd a popular (and unscriptural) alter call.  He invited all those who were not yet Christians to “accept Jesus into their lives right now” by standing up in front of every one in the audience!  That is all they had to do – just stand up!  Folks, the concept of eternal salvation in Jesus just can’t get easier than that!  That takes that old spiritual song, “Stand Up, Stand Up For Jesus” to a new level!  The crowd roared, tears were flowing; hundreds were now convinced, “I’m now right with God, saved by Jesus, my Savior!”
	Friend, this is NOT what the New Testament teaches for someone to become a Christian… not even close!  From the lips of our Savior, Jesus said in Mark 16:15-16, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  He who believes and is baptized will be saved, but he who does not believe will be condemned.”  Not a mention of baptism was found anywhere last Sunday from what was described as a Christian revival!  When the church of Christ began in the New Testament book of Acts, those Jews who literally were guilty of crucifying Christ were given this command from the apostle Peter in Acts 2:38, “Repent, and let everyone of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…” and that was followed up with Peter saying in vs. 40, “Be saved from this perverse generation!”  The very next verse says, “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about 3000 souls were added to them.”  They received the inspired message of an apostle of Jesus Christ… not the wishful thinking of a denominational pastor!  
	Does it really matter?  If you believe that Jesus is Lord, the answer should be obvious.  Let’s do what Jesus says concerning salvation!  This is what we preach here in West Mobile!
