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The Bible Is Needed And Directs Our Way
Richie Thetford / Poudre Valley e-bulletin

	Are we in need of any additional revelation from God today?  Or is the Bible complete?  I have been told that there have been and still are divine revelations from God since the Bible has been written.  As a student of God's Word, I want to know whether everything I need to know is contained in the Bible as I now have it.  Therefore, to find out whether the Bible is complete or not, let us go to the source, and that is the Bible itself for the answer.  We can turn over to Jude 3 and read where it says, "Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints."  The Greek scholars are quick to point out that the expression "once for all" means, "once, one time .... used of what is so done as to be of perpetual validity and never needs repetition" (Thayer).  This says that the scriptures (that which is written from God) were given one time - one time for all time - and there is never a need for repetition.  Therefore, any claim of inspiration from anyone since the inspired men died during the first century is a false claim.
	The apostle Paul speaking to Timothy tells us that, "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness," (2 Timothy 3:16).  That seems to say it all right there.  Every piece of Scripture that we have was given to us through God's inspiration for the purpose of providing doctrine, reproof, correction and instructing in all righteousness.  Don't let anyone tell you differently, nothing but the Bible is needed because the Bible is our complete and perfect guide providing us with everything we need to know on how to be saved.  The world without the Bible would be worse than a trip through Carlsbad Caverns without a lantern.  David said, "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path."  The Psalmist also wrote, "The entrance of Your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple" (Psalms 119:105, 130).  The Bible stands as a complete and final revelation from God giving spiritual light to dispel darkness in our individual lives as well as in the world.  The Bible lights our way here and shines to show the way to heaven.  Truly then, it is a lamp shining in darkness.  In the midst of wickedness, sin and selfishness, the Bible shines as a giant beacon showing the way of God like a lighthouse, standing proudly on shore, shining its bright rays to the lost ship at sea.
	However, we have got to let the Bible be that shining light for us.  It is only going to be able to show us the way if we open it and read what God's Word tells us (Romans 10:17).  We must be determined to let God direct our every step through life.  The prophet Jeremiah wrote, "O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his own steps" (Jeremiah 10:23).  When we let the Bible direct our way in our daily life, we are in essence letting God direct our steps because the Bible is God's inspired revelation to man.  Have you turned to God's Word, the Bible, to direct your life here on earth?  If not, why not?  There's no better time to start letting God lead your life, than today.  Having an eternity with God depends upon it!
