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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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	“He laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished.  But after these things he must be released for a little while.” 	      Revelation 20:2-3

	That Serpent Of Old… the Dragon… the Devil – Satan.  The concept of a dragon coming from the Old Testament was in the image of a huge mythological sea creature!  Jeremiah captures this image well in Jeremiah 51:34, “Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon has devoured me, he has crushed me; he has made me an empty vessel, he has swallowed me up like a monster (dragon); he has filled my stomach with delicacies, he has spit me out.”  Wed that vision with the serpent we read about in Genesis and we have a pretty good image of the devil.  A huge creature with a ferocious appetite for humanity, complete with all the cunningness and subtlety of… a sneaky, spiteful snake!
	Satan is our adversary!  He is real and seeks our demise.  The book of Job reveals his mission: to stop us from serving and pleasing God.  Peter warns us in 1 Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”  Christians, we are trying to get to get to heaven, but the path before us is filled with lions, tigers and bears – Oh My!!!  Actually, it is the forces of darkness, who are led by the father of the bulk of humanity – the Dragon, the Lion and the Serpent of Old.  Every day and in every way, let’s be prepared to battle for the cause of right and good, seeking to live as Jesus wants us to live.  In this way, we will foil the plans of… The Serpent Of Old!
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