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	There is a trend happening in some local churches of Christ now concerning the contribution.  I heard about it a few years back.  I have encountered it twice now; was maybe three years ago and more recently while on vacation.
	Before I talk about that, I want to see what the Bible says about the contribution.  2 Corinthians 9:6 says, “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he who soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.”  
	If we sow sparingly, we also reap sparingly; and if we sow bountifully, we shall reap bountifully.  That is the more we give, the more a local church can do.  Supporting the local preacher, supporting preachers in other places, material needs, benevolence and etc.
	And we are to give in a way that God loveth.  We are to give as we have purposed in our heart.  That is, it is something we need to consider, think about and purpose (decide) what we are going to give.  We are not to give grudgingly (sadness – grief).  We are not to give out of necessity (constraint – distress).  God loves a cheerful giver.  Vines N.T. Dictionary says cheerful is: readiness of mind, that joyousness, which is prompt to do anything.
	Now to the heart of what I mentioned in the beginning.  Some local churches are removing the contribution from the worship service and putting a tray in the front or the back of the building so that brethren can deposit their contribution after the services have ended.  Is it scriptural to separate the contribution from the worship?
	In 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, Paul said, “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.  Upon the first day of the week, let each one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gathering when I come.”  If we can separate this service to God from the worship service, can we separate the other parts (activities) of the service?  How about praying?  Singing?  Preaching?  The Lord’s Supper?  I suggest that if we can separate the contribution from the worship service, we can separate these other activities too.  I asked a brother one time if he believed this and he said that he did.  And he is right in the sense that if you can separate one, you could separate the others too.
	In Acts 20:7, the Bible says, “Upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.”  Can we put the bread and fruit of the vine in the back of the building and after the worship service, take it to our car as we file out of the building?  NO, I absolutely disagree with that practice!  Neither can we separate the contribution from the worship service.  Brethren, this is how apostasy begins, when men start changing what God as given us in His word. 
	May we always do Bible things in Bible ways!
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