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	The Lord’s design for His people is that they be “knit together in love” (Colossians 2:2).  “If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it” (1 Corinthians 12:26).  We cannot serve God and be separate from people, but rather we are called to serve others.  The power of love was such a firm purpose of our Lord that He described this characteristic, above all others, as the identifying mark of His people.  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35).
	Only the gospel has the power to bring Jew and Gentile, slave and freeman, the rich and the poor into the same local congregation and make that group a close-knit, loving family (Galatians 3:28). When men are humbled and see the gospel as their only identity, then educational differences, racial differences and any other man-made distinctions will be laid aside as rubbish - they view their brethren not just as equals, but as better than themselves.  It is in this spirit that service to others becomes a privilege!  “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.  Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others” (Philippians 2:3-4).

The Ideal VS The Real

	Have you been a member of a church that abounded in love for each other?  There have been times in my life where the congregation that I attended was approaching this spirit of service and love.  I have also learned that it is a great challenge to find and maintain that spirit.  There are so many pitfalls and temptations that can easily turn a church from a place of edification to a place of discouragement.  Consider some common problems that we face in working with our brethren.  									          (continued on the back)
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