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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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	“Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good.  Has then what is good become death to me?  Certainly not!  But SIN, THAT IT MAY APPEAR SIN, was producing death in me through what is good, so that sin through the commandment might become exceedingly sinful”                             Romans 7:12-13

	Paul is laboring throughout the letter we call Romans to point out to believers the preeminence of Jesus.  Its main thrust seems to be that Jesus delivered Jews from the binding effects of the “Law of Moses” and are now wedded to the New Covenant of Jesus Christ.  In stressing this point, he is reminding Christians as to why this transition from an old covenant to a new covenant was vital: SIN!  Sin is the plight of man who had surrendered to “the flesh”.  
	The Old Testament is holy, just and good!  Paul exclaims that heartedly!  However, “the Law, the Psalms & the Prophets” does not provide a vehicle to escape the slavery that sin cages us in.  Paul is speaking as a man who is enslaved, seeking relief and finds none.  As you read vs. 18, you can feel his predicament: I’m looking for a way out of this cage and I can’t find a way out!  He wants out, but there is no relief!  See, the Old Testament law had this dilemma built in.  Paul spoke of it in the Galatian letter.  In chapter 3, he said that “the Law” was our tutor to bring us to Christ for the Scriptures have “confined all under sin”.  I can figuratively see Paul in that cage – he had failed God, he had not kept His commandments and now, he suffers in a death cage with no key to open the door!  His sin has set the paycheck of death.  Although he wants to escape, SIN will not let him go, there is no way out for him!
	Thank God for Jesus!!!  Paul knew deliverance from sin required Jesus and His New Covenant, dipped in the power of His soul-saving blood.  As Paul said in Romans 8:2, “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has freed me from the law of sin and death.”  Friends, we are not under “The law of Moses”, but SIN... THAT IS MAY APPEAR SIN remains just as “cagey” for us as it was for Paul.  The only remedy we have in 2017 is the same key Paul praised – the New Covenant, brought in by the Spirit and preached throughout the world in the 1st century.  Obey the gospel!  His soul-saving covenant still seeks to save sinful souls!   	
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