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Serving During An Assembly
Kenneth D. Sils

	Is there ever a generation where “uncertain sounds” aren’t echoed among brethren on various topics?  Nope!  A couple of years ago, the Lord’s church was embroiled in a discussion about “virtual church” as many congregations went totally virtual, postulating that “assembling” could be accomplished with “zoom” calls.  Thankfully, after serious consideration of Scripture, most brethren accurately came to the realization of what the Scriptures teach and are now, once again, insisting that we assemble each 1st day of the week in a physical location where we literally see, touch and can be “one body” as ordered in 1 Corinthians 14:23 – geographically: in one place!
	Although 1 Corinthians 14 does not specifically address every question we may consider about “assembling”, there are patterned principles laid forth in this text which are beginning to be discarded concerning public worship.  There appears to be a push to permit those who are not yet Christians to “serve” during an assembly.  The persuasion behind such are emotional comments like, “Afterall, we want our little boys to learn these activities, so let’s allow them to help serve the Lord’s supper, lead our songs or even extend small Bible talks or invitations.”  This argument is often accompanied with, “Where in the New Testament is the pattern that forbids them from serving!  You better be careful, binding where God has not bound!” as if it’s a threat to us who are not nearly as enlightened because we’re really just “old traditionalists”, too blind to see our freedoms in Christ.
	Once again, 1 Corinthians 14 helps in settling such issues like “who” is to be serving in “leadership, dominant or authoritative” roles while the church assembles.  1 Corinthians 14:26-35 emphatically insists that only men, who are Christians, lead in spiritual activities while the church is assembled.  This is obviously what God wanted and still wants today, whether it be in the service of public teaching or with other spiritual “service” activities needed as the church gathered together in one place.  During the days when spiritual gifts were used, only faithful men were to be the leaders in the assemblies, serving as teachers, prophets, preachers, etc.  Sisters were forbidden from using their spiritual gift teaching ability; they were ordered to NOT act - not even to speak one word as that would place them, at that moment, in an immediate leadership role when the church was assembled.  Let’s use common sense for a moment: if God forbids faithful sisters from “serving” in leadership roles when the church was assembled then, why would we think our young people, who are not yet Christians, whether the boys or girls, should be “serving” in any leadership capacity now? 
	The principles of 1 Corinthians 14 have been established for 20 centuries: only men will lead a congregation in activities of worship when assembled.  Don’t be surprised to see this taken far beyond the present: permitting young girls and then, sisters to serve the table, start leading singing or even preach.  If we really want to encourage our boys, wouldn’t it be simpler to suggest, “Once you obey the gospel, becoming a Christian, you can enjoy the privilege of serving in an assembly!”  YEP! 
