The West Mobile Motivator
West Mobile Church Of Christ – Mobile, Alabama

“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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“And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.”   Romans 5:11

	What a tremendous promise ---- RECONCILIATION!  For the invitation last Wednesday, I quoted from the definition of W.E. Vine’s New Testament Dictionary,  “KATALLASSO: properly denotes to change; hence, of persons, to change from enmity to friendship.  With regard to the relationship between God and man, the use of this and connected words shows that primarily reconciliation is what God accomplishes, exercising His grace towards sinful man on the ground of the death of Christ in propitiatory sacrifice under the judgment due to sin.  By reason of this, men in their sinful condition and alienation from God are invited to be reconciled to Him; that is to say, to change their attitude, and accept the provision God has made, whereby their sins can be remitted and they themselves be justified in His sight in Christ.”
	This is “good news”!  God found a way to save the lost.  He allowed THE WORD to take on a body of flesh for the purpose of offering that body of flesh to appease the righteous wrath of God against the sinful state of men!  Oh, the amazing grace of God!  	And yet, right in the definition: I see it!  Don’t you?  What I see in that definition is the requirement God has placed upon sinful men: change your attitude!  Everything needs to change: the way we think, the words we say, the things we do… accept the practice of “the faith”!  Vine’s went further in his definition to emphasize our need to eliminate any “hostility” we may have towards God if perchance we are to escape His wrathful condemnation due from our sin.  
	This is why we are constantly repeating Peter’s infamous command given to those who were guilty of crucifying our Lord in Acts 2:38, “Repent, and let everyone of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”  There it is: changing that hostile attitude against Jesus, highlighted in obeying His command to be baptized to receive the remission of sins – change, yes real, spiritual and eternal change towards God.  RECONCILIATION!
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