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Recipes For A Church
Ron Roberts – Ft. Wayne bulletin
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	Nothing that has ever been baked has not been made better by the addition of LOVE to the recipe.  That special dash of tender loving care makes the meal wonderful to eat and even more wonderful to share.
	To make a church that will be acceptable to the palate of the King, we must use only the finest ingredients.  We begin with SALT.  Be sure that this salt has not lost its savor.  It if loses its distinctive quality, it is useless and you might as well throw it on the ground (Matthew 5:13).  If the salt is pure, it will give the church a taste that is different than the world.  Many will recognize this ingredient from the slightest contact with the church (Colossian 4:6).  Be generous with your use of this seasoning.  We want to share it with everyone.
	LEAVEN is added to influence the other ingredients.  It causes the lump to rise.  A special caution needs to be taken here.  The lump will be influenced by good or bad leaven.  Bad leaven will contaminate the whole church, so be sure your influence is a positive one (Matthew 13:33, 1 Corinthians 5:6).  
	For your FRUIT, you will want the freshest you can find.  We recommend you find that which is still on the branch, and be sure the branch is connected to the Vine (John 15:5-8).  The fresh fruit is the telltale sign of a successful church (Matthew 7:20).  Just one taste and the Master will know if your church is His.
	OIL is added because of the compassion for sharing with those who suffer (James 5:14-15).  The ingredients are added to HOT WATER (lukewarm has been known to make the King sick, Revelation 3:15-16).  Once the ingredients have been mixed together, the church must be placed in the FIRE.  The fire will destroy all impurities and make the church firm (1 Corinthians 3:13-15).  Many have avoided this last step for reasons of comfort.  Others have shortened the time in the fire and presented a church that’s half-baked (Hosea 7:8).  Needless to say, those churches made contrary to this recipe have not been acceptable to our Lord.  Let us strive for purity.
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