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Re-Baptism
Johnie Edwards

	When a person finds that his baptism was for the wrong purpose, he should be baptized for the right purpose.  Acts 19 tells us that Paul found about twelve men who needed to be re-immersed.  They had been baptized of John’s baptism.  After learning that John’s baptism was no longer valid, they obeyed the gospel of Christ.  What was wrong with John’s baptism?
	1. John’s baptism was under the Law of Moses.  John’s work took place under the law of Moses.  John was a forerunner of Christ. (Malachi 3:1)  Matthew 3:5-6 states, “Then Jerusalem, and all Judea and all the region round the Jordan and were baptized by him in Jordan, confessing their sins.”  If John’s baptism did not belong to the law of Moses, then the law of Christ was in force before he died and the apostle to the Hebrews says that a man’s will is not in force until the testator died.  (Hebrews 9:16-17)
	2. John’s baptism looked forward.  The baptism of John had people looking forward to the coming and the death of Christ, Acts 19:4.  The baptism of the New Testament has folks looking back to the cross where Jesus died. (Acts 2:22-36) The baptism of John did not require faith in the resurrected Son of God.
	3. A baptism of repentance.  Mark 1:4 says, “John did baptize in the wilderness and preach a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.”  Even though John’s baptism was said to be “for the remission of sin,” the people were still living under a law where the “blood of bulls and goats could not take away sins.”  (Hebrews 10:4)  Under the law of Moses, “there is a remembrance again made of sins every year.”  (Hebrews 10:3)  In John’s baptism, people were baptized into a state of repentance getting ready for the baptism of the New Testament, which was still future.
	4. John’s baptism did not put one into the church.  If the baptism of John put one into the church of Christ, then the church was established in the day of John before Pentecost as recorded in Acts 2.  New Testament baptism puts one in Christ and into His church: Galatians 3:27, 1 Corinthians 12:13 and Acts 2:47.
	You can see why people who has received John’s baptism had to be baptized again.  They had not obeyed the teachings of Christ concerning New Testament baptism.  Take the time and read these passages: Mark 16:16, Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:38 and Romans 6:3-4.  Friend to you need to be re-baptized?
