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Purer In Heart O God, Help Me To Be
Kenneth D. Sils

     “Purer in heart, O God, help me to be; may I devote my life wholly to Thee; watch Thou my wayward feet, guide me with counsel sweet; purer in heart, help me to be.”  	                #433 Songs Of The Church
	
	I just love that grand ole spiritual song, don’t you?  The melody is comforting, but the words – they’re just amazing!  It’s in the form of a prayer as a humble-hearted person ask God to help them be better, more godly, more like our Master, Jesus Christ!  It is a hymn in which every Christian can sing with a spirit of contrition.  I can be better and in all likelihood, need to be, a better person!
	There are several specifics mentioned such as: I need to devote myself to God’s teachings in Scripture for He is my friend and my guide, I need to allow God to reign fully in my soul, I need to fight off all those “secret” sins and clean up my wayward feet and finally, I need to remember that one great day I’ll see His holy face in all His glory!  As we embrace all these dictums, help us Lord; help us to be purer and purer... help us all to be purer in heart!
	As we sing, don’t forget this truth: we may be asking for more than we realize!  The preacher said long ago in Proverbs 17:3, “The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, but the Lord tests the hearts.”  And as silver and gold go, the more they are “refined” in the fire, the purer they get.  The Psalmist said this about the word of God in Psalm 12:6, “The words of the Lord are pure words, like silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.”  If you’re anything like me, the last place we want to be embroiled in is life’s fiery trials, but that is where the “metal” of our character finds purity, devotion and allegiance to the Helper.  This is where we deeply seek God and His assistance and this is when we get better, stronger and purer!  
	Purer in heart, O God... help me to be!  It has been said, “Be careful what you pray for as it may come back in ways we never expect!”  Yep, those refining fires may be on their way; maybe they’re all over you as you read this!  Well, that’s OK; remember Jesus said this in Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”  Those fiery trials in everyday life will work for us an exceeding weight of glory!
