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Preparing To Come Before His Presence
Kenneth D. Sils
							
	“Serve the Lord with gladness; come before His presence with singing.  Know that the Lord, He is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise.  Be thankful to Him and bless His name.”       		          	             Psalm 100:2-4

	Ancient Israel has so much to teach us as Paul said in Romans 15:4 that the things written in the Old Testament were written for us to learn from.  As a Christian, we don’t have “temple” worship, but we do enjoy ample opportunities to gather publicly to worship God at our meeting house each 1st day of the week and also for Bible study on Wednesday nights.
	What can we learn by considering the power of the prose from the 100th Psalm?  One thing which jumps out at me is David’s temperament, persuading Israel to gather with enthusiasm, purpose and passion!  They were fortunate to enter in His gates and courts!  Are we not just as fortunate?  When we assemble to worship God, our passion, purpose and enthusiasm ought to match and yes, excel the Israelites because we’ve been redeemed in the blood of Jesus!  Sadly, we find the opposite mentality in far too many Christians today!  There are some you have to practically “drag into the building” to get them to assemble on rare occasions.  Shameful!
	Brothers and sisters, don’t be that person!  Be a real follower of Jesus; ready, willing and able to worship and serve God every time you can!  Our confession demands it to be so!  What can we do to express our readiness, joy and passion for worship?  Consider these factors:
	1) Be On Time – Those who know an event is important are those who are present and ready when that event starts!  Is there anything more important to you than worshiping God?
	2) Dress Like It Matters – There is no dress code for worship. However, don’t cast aside your common sense which barks out that there are “serious occasions” which prompt us to dress better due to respect.  Whatever happened to the concept of: wearing your Sunday best?
	3) Be Prepared For Worship Activities – This covers a broad spectrum, but all of us need to consider it.  What would you think of me as a gospel preacher if I came to worship continuously 10 minutes late, sloppy or ultra-casual in my appearance and didn’t prepare anything to teach or preach…  so, I just wing it?  We would have a long talk, wouldn’t we?  When it comes to song leading, prayers, Lord’s Supper, Scripture Readings, Bible classes, etc…; did you prepare yourself adequately, especially if you’re one of the men who are leading those activities?  If it’s your month or time to lead in a spiritual activity, did you prepare your material and heart to do the best job you can do?  In all these things, remember, God is being worshiped!  Jesus is observing our efforts, from start to finish and He wants our best!  Come prepared and make worshiping God real!
