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Preparation For The Assembly
Robert Quails

	All of us seem to realize the need for preparation in our lives.  Before we leave for work or school, we freshen up, comb our hair and put on clean, pressed clothing.  After a hearty breakfast, we zoom off ready to face the day’s activities.  Parents trust preparation and make sure that their school-aged children are ready with their homework before they head to the bus stop.  A hostess values preparation and usually goes the second mile when company is coming.  She plans her menu, grocery shops early and gets the meal on the table “right on time.”  Preparation pays off!  When we are well prepared, our lives are happy and smooth running.  We’ve all learned that facing a test in school without study, getting to work late without our lunch or serving guest after a long delay rattles us!  We’ve learned the value of preparation!
	Don’t you feel that our assemblies could be quite different if we made adequate preparation for them?  May I offer a few suggestions.  First, come to the assembly with adequate physical preparation.  If we get up a little late, hurry the family around, shout at the children to speed up and roll in at the last minute, we are obviously going to be emotionally rattled.  What a difference it makes when we arrive to the building early, greet friends and begin focusing our attention on the privileges and joys of assembling together.
	Second, come with a prepared seeking heart.  Attending the assembly should not be approached as a matter of habit or, even worse, a burden of duty.  It’s an opportunity to get completely away from the world and into contact with God and our fellow Christians in a deep satisfying relationship.
	Third, come with a prepared attitude.  Come prepared to give of yourself.  If we come only to get, we will, in the end, get nothing!  Sometimes people tell me, “I’ve quit attending church because I don’t get anything out of it.”  I find myself wanting to ask, “Well, what did you usually try to give to others while you were with them?”  The success of the assembly depends on people who are prepared to give of themselves.
	Assembling is not just a matter of getting some folks together.  It’s a matter of getting hearts, minds and needs together.  Preparation just might make the difference!  

	“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”       (Hebrews 10:24-25)
