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	I would like to compare two verses that appear to be different, but on closer examination, expose the reality that their gospel was the same.  On Pentecost after Jesus’ resurrection, Peter accused the Jews that they were guilty of murdering the Christ.  Being cut to their hearts, they asked Peter what they must do (to be saved) in Acts 2:37.  Peter followed up in Acts 2:38-39, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God shall call.”
	Consider the mission that was given to Paul directly from the lips of Jesus.  Paul tells us what Jesus said to him in Acts 26:17-18, “I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you, to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.”  At first sight, you may not see that these are the same instructions, but with a bit of comparison, it’s not difficult to see at all.
	Notice that Peter and Paul were to command repentance!  Peter just flat came out and said it but Paul was a bit more nuanced.  When Jesus said that they needed to, “open their eyes in order to turn them”; that is what repentance is!  Just as Peter opened their eyes to Jesus being the Messiah, Paul would do the same in order to turn them from darkness and the power of the devil.  Both apostles taught the need to repent or turn away from sin towards Jesus!
	After the command of repentance, both Peter and Paul taught baptism!  Again, Peter was quite clear, commanding every one of them to be baptized in order to receive the removal of their sins.  Jesus also told Paul that they were to “receive forgiveness (remission of sins)” in Acts 26:18 and I guarantee you, Paul knew that meant baptism.  Remember, this is the man that Ananias spoke to in Acts 22:16, “And now, why are you waiting?  Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”  Both Peter and Paul were instructed to call upon the name (authority) of Jesus by baptizing them for the forgiveness (remission) of sins.  
	And notice the third component: the grand reward for obedience to the gospel.  Peter described it as: receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, available to both Jew and Gentile (those who were afar off).   Jesus’ expression to Paul is a comparative expression, but it explained for us what Peter was trying to say, “... they will receive an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.”  In other words, the Holy Spirit was going to see to it that they were forgiven, sanctified and blessed as heirs of God to, one day, receive their inheritance of heaven.  They were going to receive “the gift” they were looking for: SALVATION!  That is why Peter cried out with other words in Acts 2:40, “Be saved from this perverse generation!”  They heard Peter’s cry and about 3000 were baptized that day and received the gift of God... eternal life (Romans 6:23)!
	Paul told the Christians in Ephesus about their abundant blessings for their obedience to the gospel of Jesus as he wrote in Ephesians 1:13-14, “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of our salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.”  Christians, today we still are waiting for this redemption of our bodies, which will occur at the resurrection of the dead!  We await the grand entrance Jesus has promised into heaven and thus, we shall always be with the Lord!  There is one gospel message!  Both Peter and Paul preached the same message and the world was never the same.  
	Our open invitation to anyone reading this bulletin article: you too can obey the gospel of Christ!  Allow your belief in Jesus as the Christ move you to repentance and baptism.  You’ll discover the joy of salvation and can begin to prepare for the great day when Jesus returns to reward us with eternal life!  
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