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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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	   “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.”       		 				          Isaiah 9:6-7

	Jesus!  Our religion, our faith, our life is all about Jesus.  Our Gospel meeting this weekend has been declaring grand truths from this amazing prophecy declared by the famed Messianic prophet named Isaiah, who ably proclaimed that the Savior of the world was coming and He would bear these marks personally and reveal these principles throughout His teaching.
	In both of these verses of Isaiah 9, it was revealed that Jesus would bring a “government”.  Yes, Jesus has a government and it was central for His mission.  As He went from city to city, He told the common man that He was bringing a “government” to the world.  Remember He said in Mark 1:15, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent and believe in the gospel.”  Jesus came to start a new, heavenly kingdom, available for Jew and Gentile alike!
	There are millions today who praise, worship and attempt to follow Jesus, but are unaware or have serious misgivings about His government.  Jesus came to be king of His kingdom and head of His church.  His government is spiritual, comprised of “called out” people whom He saved by the power of His blood!  Speaking to the church in Colossae, Paul said this, “He has delivered us from the power of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of Son of His love in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”  (Colossian 1:13-14).  A few verses later (Colossians 1:24), Paul said, “I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church.”   That government Isaiah spoke about is: His kingdom which is His body which is His church!
	The church belonging to Jesus Christ is this glorious government Jesus said He would build in Matthew 16:18-19.  Jesus still invites men to join His government by becoming a member of His church, the church of Christ!   We plead with men to join the government of Jesus Christ!
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