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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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Of Whom I Am Chief
Kenneth D. Sills

	Where do we read that phrase in the Bible and who said it?  It was Paul, an apostle born out of due time (that’s how he refers to himself in 1 Corinthians 15).  This was his first of four famous declaratives known as “faithful sayings” given to the preachers, Timothy and Titus.  In a conversation about the wonderful grace of God through Christ, Paul said in 1 Timothy 1:15, “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”  Oh, the marvelous grace of God!  The core message of the gospel is that Jesus Christ came into the world… to die for the world… to save the world!
	Yes, this statement is faithful, but let me ask you a question: do you think that Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, was still (presently and actively) the chief of sinners?  There are some who believe that Paul, at the moment he was writing that passage, was still the chief sinner of the world!  Now friends, Paul’s statement is faithful, but he wasn’t declaring that, at this present moment of writing, he was still the chief sinner of the world.  That simply doesn’t make sense!
	Not only was Paul not the chief sinner of the world, he wasn’t even a sinner!  That is the purpose of God’s grace, mercy, forgiveness and redemption: to convert sinners into saints!  Paul wrote to the Romans that “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, Romans 3:23.” But, by the power of the gospel: grace, mercy, forgiveness, redemption and deliverance from all our sins occur, transforming the sinner into a saint.  A Christian is no longer a sinner, but now “a holy one” who has been washed in the blood of the lamb, forgiven of all their trespasses.  It is Biblically impossible for one to be “a saint” and be the chief sinner of mankind at the same time!
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Why then did Paul refer to himself as “the chief of sinners”?  He must have “felt” like the chief sinner each time he recalled his horrid past.  That is the context in which the phrase is penned: he was remembering his days as Saul, the Christian killer.  Also notice that when he said, “of whom I am chief”, he immediately followed it up saying, “However, for this reason I obtained mercy…”  Paul obtained mercy!  He was graciously saved.  Paul’s daily reality: he was a saint via God’s grace, but he never forgot there was a time when he was “the chief sinner”!
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