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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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Nolan James Sils
Kenneth D. Sils

	My fourth grandson came into this world early Friday morning!  Nolan James Sils has made his grand entrance and as of the writing of this article, both Caroline and Nolan are doing just fine.  You may be thinking, that’s nice, but I thought this was a bulletin article, not a birth announcement!  Well, maybe it’s a little bit of a birth announcement for, more than likely, this will be my last grandson I have to announce, but I want to make a few points about “birth”!
	First of all, the Bible speaks of the natural cycle of life as the preacher said centuries ago in Ecclesiastes 3:1-2, “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die.”  The cycle of life… it’s just keeps repeating!  Think back – do you remember moments of your childhood?  Don’t they seem like yesterday?  And yet, many of us are seeing more and more of our family, friends and celebrities we’ve grown up featured in obituary columns.  Yes, that’s somewhat morbid, but the cycle of life runs unimpeded.  We are born and then, before we know it, we face death!  And, while I’m thinking about that, it helps explain why we may mentally feel like we are 25 when in reality, we are 65!  Time moves so fast and before we know it, we are on “the backside of 30” as John Conley mournfully sang over three decades ago.  I’m waiting for his follow up song called “the backside of 60!” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Secondly, I’m thankful that my son and daughter-in-law chose life!  There was never any question that they would “choose” life, for they are both Christians, but millions of women throughout America over the last 45 years have chosen death via legalized abortion.  And friends, simply because it’s legal, does NOT make it right!  No, it’s not right and God has been clear throughout both the Old and New Testament that abortion is simply murdering a child.  Consider passages like: Exodus 20:13, 21:22-25, Proverbs 6:16-19 and Luke 1:39-44.  All of these Scripture emphasize that babies in the womb are people and people are not to be murdered!  
	One more point: another child has entered the world who can -- make a difference!  Children have their future in front of them.  If they are properly trained, they can become a great force for good!  Parents, you have precious cargo in your hands: lead them, teach them, set the right example for them and help them learn about Jesus so they can cultivate a spirit for loving God and their fellow man!  Children are still a blessing from the Lord!   
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