The West Mobile Motivator
West Mobile Church Of Christ – Mobile, Alabama

“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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[bookmark: _GoBack]	The other night at the bowling alley, I threw a pretty poor ball and left a difficult split.  Well, I threw the next ball just right and picked up that split for a spare.  The fellow who came up after me left that same exact split and, you guessed it… he picked up that split with his next ball!  When he came back to the table I said to him, “Monkey See, Monkey Do”… and we all shared in a light chuckle! 
	That got me to thinking about that phrase, “Monkey See, Monkey Do.”  According to Wikipedia (you have to take things there with a grain of salt), it says that this phrase appeared in American culture in the early 1920s. “Monkey See, Monkey Do” refers to the learning of a process without an understanding of why it works.  Another definition implies the act of mimicry, usually with limited knowledge and/or concern for the consequences.  Most of the time, our culture today uses this phrase in a “throw away, harmless nature”, like: I’ve done something silly and you followed my silliness!
	If we would think about “Monkey See, Monkey Do” in a religious sense, it is not a course of action Jesus endorsed.  He preached that simply following the patterns of most about us religiously is a pathway to destruction, Matthew 7:13-14.  And yet, this is exactly what a lot of folks around us are doing today.  If you would ask people why they go to the church they go to or why they are a part of the denomination they are a part of, many don’t have much of an answer other than: this is what I grew up in, this is where my family goes, there are lots of lots of people who go there, etc...  They are just following what is comfortable, convenient or impressive – a “Monkey See, Monkey Do” religion.  
	This is not “monkey” business.  Christians follow the teachings of Jesus, rightly divide His gospel and stand fast for the faith.  They don’t’ blindly follow the masses with society’s man-made religions, but courageously live according to His truths, preparing themselves for heaven when life is over.  Don’t monkey around religiously – let’s all take it seriously, both individually and congregationally.
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