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Correcting Misconceptions Of Humility
Sewell Hall – Poudre Valley e-bulletin

	Once it is established that Jesus was the ultimate example of humility, several misconceptions are laid to rest.

Humility is not weakness
	Even the enemies of Jesus testified to His power.  It was demonstrated over Satan, over nature, and over every force that opposed Him.  Yet in the exercise of His power He was humble, acknowledging that the works He did were the works of His Father (John 5:19).  Humble individuals who recognize their own weakness and allow the power of God to work in them are the only ones who are truly strong.  The Lord said to Paul, “My strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9), causing Paul to respond, “When I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10).

Humility does not preclude leadership
	Jesus was “meek and lowly” (humble), but this did not prevent His exercising leadership.  He is the great Shepherd of the flock, the King of kings and Lord of lords.  Some individuals, citing humility as their reason, refuse to accept the responsibilities of leadership, especially as elders.  The fact is that elders must be humble.  They are to be sober-minded (1 Timothy 3:2), and this is defined in Romans 12:3 as not thinking more highly of oneself than one should.  1 Timothy 3:6 says that an elder should not be a novice, “lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil.”  Rather than hindering leadership, humility defines the style of leadership that pleases God.  Christ-like shepherds are not lords over those entrusted to them but examples to the flock (1 Peter 5:3).  					           (continued on the back)
