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Lord, Help Me To Pray
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	Several years ago, a man was immersed into Christ.  This man’s shyness is what made him rather unique at the time.  It was a struggle for him to confess his belief that Jesus Christ is the Son of God before an audience, but he did.  It was a struggle for him to be immersed in the presence of that same audience, but he was.  And a few weeks later, when asked in advance if he would read scripture before that crowd, he trembled mightily, but he succeeded in his reading!  Within another few weeks, he had been asked to word one of the prayers at services.  He had written down his thoughts on three-by-five index cards and rehearsed it so he could give the best of his ability, and he did well!  Today, he is one of the elders of that church of Christ and teaching others how to serve God acceptably.
 	In one of his first prayers, he asked, “Lord, help me to make this prayer.”  What he said afterward isn’t as well remembered, but that request was impressive.  Few admit their need for the Lord’s help in praying as if they’ve already “mastered” the ability.  But this man was humble, admitted his struggles and asked the Father to whom he was praying to help him.  Compare that to what James wrote at James 1:5-8!
	The disciples struggled with prayer.  Luke 11:1 records, “And it came to pass, that, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.’”  Gladly, the Lord exemplified a prayer for them and they learned.  We need to follow that example and when asked, “Would you help me learn to pray?” answer with gladness, take them to God’s Book and teach that soul how to pray by examining the several prayers within holy writ.  It is always best to let the Lord teach us in such matters.  After all, He has given us all things that pertain to life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3) including instructions regarding prayer!   	        (conclusion on the back) 
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