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Looking In The Mirror
Don Truex


	Every congregation of God’s people aspires to receive the Father’s favor.  Aspiration and reality are, however, sometimes poles apart.  We must, therefore, be honest with ourselves.  We must never be afraid to examine ourselves, to honestly evaluate where we are, where we are going, and what we are to be about as a body of the Lord’s people.  And so we ask, “What kind of church are we?”  What kind of church must we always be?  For this church, the answer is clear.  We are a church…


        ** of believers.  We believe in God, His Son and the Spirit and we intend to live 	to their glory.

        ** that trusts in Jesus, the Christ.  The kingdom is His and therefore we intend 	to be Christ-centered in attitude and action.  We hope to discern His will and 	thus be the recipients of His blessings.

        ** that is serious about Bible study.  We intend to learn, to change and to live in 	compliance 	with the Word that leads to eternal life.

        ** that is called to service because Jesus, our example, was a servant.

        ** this is responsible for one another.  After all, we are a family.  We are 	brothers and sisters in the Father’s house.  We have been made alive by 	common blood.  We encourage, admonish and forgive each other as “family”.
   
        ** that is, according to the New Testament pattern, independent and 	automous.  	Thus, we make our decisions based on the Word of God and what 	is best for this body – not what another preacher, church, paper or person 	happens to think.

        ** that is at peace.  Why?  Because it is the Father’s will and because fighting 	churches are never growing churches.

        ** that is growing in maturity in Christ; towards Christlikeness.  And we 	believe that is a never-ending process.  We have not “arrived”.  We are striving 	every day to be more perfectly “conformed to the image” of the Son. 
