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Looking Backwards In Order To Build Our Future
Kenneth D. Sils
							

	“Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead.   I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”        Philippians 3:14

	What a great passage of Scripture!  Striving for the goal of heaven is worth leaving any and every thing behind in order to hear those amazing words from our Master, “Well done, good and faithful servant…, enter into the joy of your Lord,  Matthew 25:23.”   
	However, there are times when it is to our advantage to take a step back; to consider what has been happening, in order to build a strong future for the congregation here in West Mobile.  Since the new year has dawned, we have experienced growth in a number of ways.  How wonderful its been to rejoice with the angels due to a couple of souls being baptized into Christ Jesus, along with one member, who tearfully came back to Jesus, been restored in fellowship.  Looking back over the last couple of years, we’ve practically doubled the number of men who are now willing to lead spiritual activities among our assemblies and the fellowship among our number is as strong or stronger than any time I sensed since Sandra and I moved here in 2016. 
	Growth of a local church just doesn’t happen.  It requires mature Christians to be workers and other-centered servants towards recently converted members or those who have moved into the area.  Paul told the Ephesians in Ephesians 4:16, “… from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does it’s share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.”   Brethren, allow me to encourage you to look back a bit and make the effort to be joined and knit together with our new members.  Paul encouraged us to be, “… given to hospitality, Romans 12:13.”  
	I do have one terrible warning to add to this: Satan is still alive and cannot be happy with what he has been witnessing among us over the past two years!  Our spiritual battle, in many ways, has just begun.  Let’s grow together as a spiritual family in this place.  Let’s encourage our newest members to greater faithfulness by setting a good, godly example for them.  Have you taken the time to encourage a brother or sister in Christ recently?  
	Today is Super Bowl Sunday.  Every winning football team huddles, executes plays and methodically marches down the field to the goal line, executing the will of their coach!  Brethren, we are engaged in the greatest battle of all.  Let’s stand determined to press forward together!
