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	Read carefully John 21:15-25.  Commentators have suggested as many interpretations regarding “why” Jesus asked Peter three times regarding his love for Jesus as there are commentators to offer these suggestions!  The fact is, we are not told “why” Jesus asked him three times.  All we know is that Jesus did ask him and in doing so, we also note Peter’s grief (i.e. frustration) in being asked the third time.  He answered twice; what more did Jesus want from him?  Let’s add this suggestion: Jesus wanted proof!
	In verse 18, Jesus reminded Peter how he was once young and able to do for himself, but before he would die, Peter would find himself at the mercy of someone else’s decisions.  Would that lifestyle alter Peter’s affection for Jesus?  Note verse 19, “This spake He, signifying by what death he (Peter) should glorify God.  And when He (Jesus) had spoken this, He saith unto him, Follow Me.”  This loving dedication would need to continue in Peter’s life.
	Peter gave it some consideration, but not enough!  He turned and saw John (verses 20-21) and asked, “Lord, what shall this man do?”  The question diverted the issue: Jesus wasn’t talking to John or even about John.  He was addressing Peter and making Peter think very seriously about his love for the Master.  Jesus didn’t completely answer Peter, and this led to misquotation and misunderstanding about John!  What Jesus said was, "If I will that he (John) tarry till I come, what is that to thee?”  It simply wasn’t Peter’s business to know what Jesus knew of John’s future or even his soul’s dedication to Jesus!  It was Peter’s job to examine himself and precisely answer Jesus, “Lovest thou Me?” (see 2 Corinthians 13:5)
	When Christians are questioned regarding their love for Jesus, it often appears that like Peter, we gaze upon others and their love and future instead of focusing upon ourselves!  But just as Jesus boldly informed Peter that such was none of his business, we must recognize we also must focus on our own soul!  It’s very easy to say or even sing, “Oh, how I love Jesus!”  It is quite another to prove it!
	Consider verse 18 of our text again and then ponder this question: Do we permit others to take charge of our lives in ways we would not have done when “younger” in Christ Jesus, i.e. when we first obeyed the gospel?  Let’s be plain: Do we permit our family to influence our love for Christ?  Does it increase or decrease via their influence?  If they beckon us to be with them instead of services, who gains our love in action?  What about our jobs?  When asked to work instead of worship, who finds the true answer to our loving dedication?  What about our “free time” (i.e. vacations, events, opportunities)?  When given the choice between “entertainment” and worship, who receives our displayed love?  Boldly asked, just how vividly does Hebrews 10:25 receive our full attention and proof of our love?
	Look at verse 18 again and note these changes in Peter’s life would come when he was “old”.  How “old” is old?  To Peter, it would be when someone else dressed him and took him where he didn’t want to go!  But note the reason for Jesus’ repeated question regarding Peter’s love for Him was so Peter would understand that nothing should alter his proof of dedicated love for Jesus!  Do we see that the older we are blessed to be, the more love for Jesus should be undeniable?  If not, why not?
	Proof of our love for the Master is much more than our words!  We must always exhibit it, even when it isn’t the “most convenient” thing to do!  Colossians 1:18 insists that Jesus receive the preeminence in our lives.  Colossians 3:1-4 informs us that we are dead, and our lives are hidden with Christ in God.  If we are dead, then we have no governing factor over what we do or say because we have surrendered to Christ living in us (Galatians 2:20).  How much does Christ love Himself; His bride the church; us?  It truly depends on how much we love Him doesn’t it? 
