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Jesus, The Loving Shepherd
Kenneth D. Sils
	“Jesus, the loving shepherd, calleth thee now to come into the fold of safety where there is rest and room, come in the strength of man-hood, come in the morn of youth, enter the fold of safety; enter the way of truth.”                      William A. Ogden (1885)

	That old hymn says a lot, doesn’t it?  From the invitation I extended Wednesday night after our Bible class, I read the great Psalm… the 23rd Psalm, where the sweet singer of Psalms, King David said, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters.  He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.”  (Psalm 23:1-3).  David, the anointed king of Israel knows where the source for all spiritual comfort comes from: the Lord!  And, as we read those words, we feel that same sense of spiritual comfort and contentment due to Jesus Christ, our Lord!
	In John’s gospel, almost the entire 10th chapter deals with this “illustration” of Jesus being our loving Shepherd and John makes it clear that Jesus wants us to see Him in this light (vs. 6).  He leads like a shepherd, feeds like a shepherd and furiously protects us like a shepherd.  Jesus will never treat us like a “hireling” may as He said that, “… a hireling sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them.  The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep.”  (John 10:12-13)  
	From time to time, we sing another hymn which asked the question, “Does Jesus Care?” and the answer from this illustration is: absolutely!  Not only does He care for us, but He attacks the wolves about us to come to our aid!  He proved that in the illustration by saying, “As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.” (John 10:17).  	With assurance, we can trust Jesus with our lives.  Remember His powerful statement in John 10:27-28, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them and they follow Me.  And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.”  When you read Romans 8:35-39, Paul knew that nothing could remove him from the love of God, not even death… except himself!  Sometimes, we are our own worst enemies and even then, Jesus spoke by parable in Luke 15 that if we happen to stray from His path of truth, He will leave the 99 safe sheep to look, find and return a lost sheep back home.  Now, that is love!	
	What should these words, whether it be in the Scriptures I’ve quoted or the song at the top of the page, encourage us to do?  Jesus is calling as a loving, good Shepherd!  Come to Him, whether it be morning, noon or night.  He has provided an entrance to His sheepfold, a pasture for us to spiritually feed from and He will be monitoring every evil adversary who seeks our soul!  Jesus build His church, established His kingdom and prepared His sheepfold to graciously persuade us to enter!  For us who are sheep: keep feeding; trust the loving guidance of the great Shepherd of our souls, Jesus Christ.  In His eternal pastures, we will rejoice in peace forevermore.
