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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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	“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and give Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish..”                     Ephesians 5:25-27

	Jesus!!!  Today, many are thinking about Jesus rising from the dead on that amazing 1st day of the week almost 20 ceutnries ago.   We love, revere and are humbled by the grand story of Jesus being crucified, knowing the grave could not contain Him and He rose the 3rd day, just as He and the Old Testament Scriptures prophecied.   Every 1st day of the week, we remember!
	Paul encouraged the Christians in Ephesus to connect the significance of His death, burial and resurrection by tying it together as the marriage of Jesus with His church!  Our Lord gave Himself voluntarily – gave Himself sacrificially, to die for the sins of humanity!  Those who choose to bind themselves together with Christ (as in the yoking of a marriage) reap grand and glorious benefits that are not possible for us to obtain on our own!  
	As we consider this text, notice what Paul said Jesus did for them: He sanctified them, cleansed them and made them glorious!  How was that accomplished?  He removed their spots, wrinkles or other such “blemishes”.  Simply put: Jesus gave himself so that His church could be made HOLY!  Our heavenly Father, through Jesus’ blood, has taken away all of our spots, stains, blemishes, failures, shortcomings, errors – SINS!!!  (1 John 3:4-8, John 1:29, 1 Cor. 15:3).
	One of the most beloved stories among little girls has to be Cinderella!  A young maiden was living an exceedingly harsh life, under the bondage of a wicked stepmother… but, the handsome Prince came into Her life and made it possible for her to escape that horrible bondage  to become the most beautiful wife in the world!!!  Oh, her Prince Charming!  According to Isaiah, Jesus was no “Prince Charming” in His appearance, but He is the greatest “spiritual” Prince ever  and all of us can become spiritually glorious – to a life of holiness and purity through His power!   Jesus loves His glorious bride, His church.  Isn’t that enough reason to prompt you to obey Jesus?
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