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“Institutionalism” In Churches Of Christ
Gardner Hall (Auburn Beacon) - Part #2

	2. The centralization of the work of many churches in institutions.  This error proceeds from an “institutional” concept of the church already mentioned (from part #1 of last week’s bulletin).  Many obviously feel that local congregations are incapable of doing the work and for that reason the churches of the "alliance" should support “institutions” like orphan's homes, homes for the elderly, clinics, colleges and publishing houses to do the work for them.
	Of course, there is nothing wrong in and of itself with businesses and/or institutions like schools, stores, clinics, bookstores, etc…  Businesses or institutions can accomplish good and if “individual” Christians want to operate such institutions, that is their choice.  The problem comes when these businesses or “institutions” begin to try to work their way into the affairs of local churches, accepting contributions from them and even trying on some occasions to direct aspects of their work.  When such happens, in a short period of time, people begin to consider these “institutions” as pertaining to the "alliance" and in that way sectarian concepts flourish.
	Bible teaching: In the Bible, local churches did not financially support “institutions” of human origin. They were capable of doing all the work which God assigned to them.  If we desire to stay within what is written (1 Corinthians 4:6), we must be content with working local independent churches because there is no larger divine organization in the scriptures.

	3. Centralization of the work through “sponsoring” churches.  Many brethren believe that smaller churches should make donations to larger ones (known as “sponsoring” churches), so that these large churches can supervise the work of many congregations in various projects such as "World Radio", "The Herald Of Truth", "One Nation Under God," etc.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Bible teaching: The Bible authorizes the elders of each local church to be responsible for "the flock of God" comprising that congregation (1 Peter 5:2).  When elders take on the responsibility for the work of many flocks, they go beyond what is authorized in 1 Peter 5:2.
	Response of promoters of institutionalism: In the Bible, local congregations sent funds to others, for example: Acts 11:27-30, 2 Corinthians 8-9, etc…. According to defenders of institutionalism, this authorizes the “sponsoring” church arrangement.
  	Answer: In the Bible, congregations sent alms (Acts 24:17) to needy congregations to help them with their own need.  The sponsoring church system is much different.  According to it, churches send contributions to large congregations to then spend in on some brotherhood project.  In no way do Bible examples authorize the “sponsoring” church arrangement.  (on back)  
